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Deformation
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The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London

Small to subseismic deformation features can negatively impact reservoir performance and/or be stimulated
to enhance field recovery. In many cases such features are controlled by, or interact with, similarly scaled
sedimentological features, complicating conventional views of intra-reservoir connectivity and flow unit
definition. Whilst the intra-reservoir distribution of these small-scale features has traditionally been ‘modelled’
in the subsurface by applying data from analogue outcrop studies, the recent advances in the acquisition
and processing of both seismic and imaging techniques, such as helical CTscans, have provided greater
resolution of the ‘subsurface’ than ever before.

This 2-day international conference will bring academic and industry geoscientists and engineers together,
to examine: (i) how much extra geological detail modern seismic and imaging techniques are now able to
provide; (ii) how that expansion of detailed information is being approached and captured by interpreters
- and tied back to real reservoir geology; (iii) what ‘new questions’ are now being asked of outcrop and
well based studies in order to address the ‘unseen challenges’ of subseismic deformation; (iv) how this
is influencing the level of detail that should be captured to define better subsurface flow characteristics
within flow simulation models; and (v) how depletion and injection impact upon formation and reactivation of
reservoir scale deformation features.

Confirmed Speakers:

» Haakon Fossen, University of Bergen

« Paul Gillespie, Statoil

» Graham Yielding, Badley Geoscience

» Dave Sanderson, University of Southampton

For further information please contact:
Laura Griffiths, The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BG.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7434 9944  Fax: +44 (0)20 7439 8975
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GEOSCIENTIST WELCOME

“ WIND FARMS BRING INA NEW
HARVEST OF GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION ”

FROM THE EDITOR'’S DESK:

Wages of sin?

ir John Barrow, Secretary of
the Admiralty (1804-1845),
found himself embarrassed
by a Royal Navy that had
nothing much to do after the
defeat of Napoleon. Hearing tell of an
ice-free arctic (in 1817) from the
whaler William Scoresby was music to
his ears. Alas, Scoresby had found the
waters north of Canada only briefly
ice-free thanks to Tambora’s 1815
eruption. Normal service
soon resumed, and all Barrow’s
expeditions failed.

News that military planners in the
Pentagon have been ordered not to
include climate change in any future
prognostications — evoking the image
of the US military’s futurologists
collectively sticking their fingers in
their ears and singling ‘la-la-la’ very
loudly - it is encouraging that the
House of Lords Arctic Committee was
not so hamstrung in its 29 July
quizzing of shipping experts in
Committee Room 1.

Giving evidence, Dr Martin
Stopford, (Clarksons Research
Services), told the committee that
ports in northern Europe and
America, for whom even Panama and
Suez are a major detour, would find
the opening of arctic sea routes useful,
for it would ‘balance up the transport
world’. Colin Manson, (Manson
Oceanographic Consultancy)
explained that while the route across
the pole may have to wait (as may
Barrow’s Northwest passage), the

DR TED NIELD, EDITOR - ted.nield@geolsoc.org.uk

northern sea route over Siberia might
be open for the minimum 60 days by
2020 - representing ‘a huge saving in
time and emissions’ (money).

The International Chamber of
Shipping’s members were all excited
by this, said Kiran Khosla. The IMO
has committed shippers to cutting
their carbon footprint in half by 2050,
so this must surely be a good thing.
Questioned by Lord Moynihan about
the current costs of icebreaker support,
Stopford admitted with a smile that
companies hoped “the weather is going
sort that one out for us’.

Outraged? Well, no. Having just
finished Gaia Vince’s Adventures in the
Anthropocene (see Jan Zalasiewicz’s
review, p23) I am reluctant to throw up
my arms in horror at such ‘profiting
from climate change’.

While opening up the Arctic might
have dire consequences if we burn the
hydrocarbons buried there, or fail to
cut emissions before the permafrost
releases its methane, the world we
have is a world we have made - and
are doomed henceforth to manage.
There already is no true wilderness.
Managing our planet wisely (instead
of stupidly) includes taking advantage
where we can find it, and resisting
fruitless kneejerk moral outrage at any
and all commercial inevitabilities.

D> Listen to the Committee’s hearing here:
www.parliamentlive.tv/Main/Player.asp
X?meetingld=15881

@TedNield @geoscientistmag
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DATE/VENUE
14 February 2015
University of Nottingham

03 March 2015
Yorkshire Museum

19 March 2015
University of Oxford

23 March 2015
Geological Society

23-25 April 2015
Geological Society

01-03 May 2015
Lyme Regis Fossil Festival

22 May 2015
Yorkshire Museum

04 June 2015
Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution

06 June 2015
the

13 June 2015
the

26 June 2015
Natural History Museum

mid June mid October 2015
Natural History Museum

03 July 2015
The Geological Society

26 September 2015 28 February 2016
National Museum Wales

30 September 3 October 2015
Dorset

07 October 2015
University of Bristol

October 2015 January 2016
Oxford University Museum of Natural History

05 November 2015
Geological Society

19 November 2015
Keele University

EVENT/ORGANISER

William Smith lecture by Hugh Torrens
East Midlands Geology Society

William Smith, Father of English Geology: his maps lecture by John Henry
Yorkshire Philosophical Society

William Smith lecture by Hugh Torrens
Oxford Geology Group

William Smith birthday celebrations plaque unveiling & reception
Geological Society

William Smith Meeting |: 200 Years of Smiths Map GSL flagship conference
Geological Society

Mapping the Earth Lyme Regis Fossil Festival
Lyme Regis Fossil Festival

The story of the rocks: William Strata Smith s geological map exhibition
Yorkshire Museum

William Smith s Earliest Careers to 1810 lecture by Hugh Torrens
Bath Geological Society

Bath fieldtrip
Geologists Association

Bath fieldtrip
Bath Geological Society

The Map That Changed the World  lecture by Simon Winchester
Natural History Museum

William Smith: his maps, rocks & fossils  exhibition
Natural History Museum

William Smith Lecture by Tom Sharpe
Geologists Association

Reading the rocks: the astonishing map by William Smith  exhibition
National Museum Wales

William Smith event & fieldtrip
Geologists Association

Visualising Landscapes & Geology, Past, Present & Future commences with
lecture by lain Stewart
University of Bristol

Handwritten in Stone: the life & legacy of William Smith  exhibition
Oxford University Museum of Natural History

William Smith Meeting II: 200 Years & Beyond: the Future of Geological
Mapping GSL flagship conference
Geological Society

William Smith lecture by Hugh Torrens
North Staffordshire GA Group

For further information about any of the events, please visit www.williamsmith2015.org
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