





N THIS ISSUE...

ON THE COVER:

16 Under the volcano

What gravity anomalies can tell us about the
workings of a volcano. Stefanie Hautmann,
recipient of the Society’s Fearnsides Fund,
explores the subsurface of Montserrat

ERRATUM The editor apologises to all concerned that authorship of the
obituary for the late Martin Whyte (December/January 23.11 p28) was wrongly
attributed to John Mather. The obituary was actually written by Michael
Romano with help from Fergus Gibb and Roger Hewitt. This error was
accidentally introduced at page make-up and sadly went unnoticed at proof.
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Looking glass
Philip Compton on Spencer Compton, Marquess of
Northampton, and his illustrious correspondents

Welcome Ted Nield seeks to take you down the
primrose path that leads to the Society Dining Club

Society news What your Society is doing at home and
abroad, in London and the regions

Soapbox Dave Jones says — ask not what your
Regional Group can do for you...

Letters We welcome your thoughts

Books and arts Four new books reviewed by Chris
Hawkesworth, lain Williamson, Murray Hoggett and
Trevor Emmett

People Geoscientists in the news and on the move
Obituary David Gwyn Roberts 1943-2013
Calendar Society activities this month

Obituary Peter Alfred Ziegler 1928-2013

Crossword Win a special publication of your choice

WWW.GEOLSOC.ORG.UK/GEOSCIENTIST | FEBRUARY 2014 | 03

















































































INFNLINGO3Y LSIINIIOS039

EARTHWORKS

www.earthworks-jobs.com

More than 330,000 unique users per month point
their browsers to www.earthworks-jobs.com to see
the latest, worldwide, research, academic and

professional jobs in the Geoscience, Environmental,

Engineering, Water, Mining and Oil & Gas Sectors.

Adpvertisers e-mail copy to
copy@earthworks-jobs.com
for publication within 2 hours of receipt,

call +44(0) 1223 900342

PRESENTING THE GEOSCIENCE
BEHIND THE UK’S SHALE
POTENTIAL

ORGANISED ON BEHALF OF

The
Geological
Society

Shale J K serving science & profession

4-5 MARCH 2014

MILLENNIUM GLOUCESTER HOTEL,
LONDON

Fellows are invited to attend for the discounted
price of £575 + VAT

Visit www.shaleuk.com to view the programme,
speakers list and to register your place
Contact Paul Gilbert pgilbert@gep-events.com
+44 203488 1190

. Join the debate on the Shale
Llnked m' UK Networking Linkedin Group Global Event P.mnem

MEDIA PARTNERS
InnovOil [

o Operations Geology
Conference
w0t | “The Life-cycle of a well”
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26-27 November, 2014

The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London

Convenors: k- i i' .' T o =
Nick Pierpoint ] ol

BG Grou - Chairman f s

Malcolm Brown - - Bl !

BG Group : L £ 0 -4

Richard Smout

ratary
Sano) Gaur CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Following the highly successful Operations Geology Warkshop held in Aberdeen in October 2012,
Gordan Holm the Petroleum Group of the Geological Society are pleased to announce the dates for the next
Tullow event, which will be held over two days in 2014, This is also the first call for abstracts. Operations

Geologists play key integrating roles at all stages of the life cycle of a well. This conference will
Kirstin McBeath Iook at the life cycle of a well and the contributions of Operations Geology at each stage. It is the
9P North Sea intention of the convenors that both oral and poster presentations will eventually be prepared

for release in a Special Publication of the Geological Society of London. To that end we invite
contributions 1o the programme sufficiently early to make it possible for Authors to gain necessary
permissions to present and publish what we trust will be cutting edge material

Joanna McKidd
BP North Sea

Pat Sf'wlf « Well Planning - hazard identification (due to rocks, fabric, pressure, stress, geometry etc) and
R Perchours avoidance/mitigation, targeted data acquisition for all disciplines for life of field
Louise Young . real-time technigques, y the drilling window, the acquisition and use of
BP Azerbaijan Integrity test data, appropriate nolation of permeable zones in the overburden

+ After Action Review - NPT analysis and the learning loog, continuous impravement
. i hnologles - the next g of needs and solutiens - logging, formation and
gas detectionianalysis, real-time well bore stability analysis tooks, PRFG tosls

. [« the need to strengthen the available processes for training and the
vetting of competence for 0Gs, particularly in safety critical areas

CALL FOR ORAL AND POSTER ABSTRACTS:

Abstracts of up to 300 words and up to three colour figures are requested.

Abstract Deadline 14 February 2014,

Abstracts should be submitted to Nick Pierpoint and Laura Griffiths.

For further information, please contact Laura Griffiths, Event Co-ordinator;

+44 (0)20 7432 0983 or E-mall : laura.grifiithsBgeslsac.org.uk

Nick Pierpoint E-mail : Nicholas Plerpoint@bg-group.com

front of pet science
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The
Geological

Society

serving science & profession

Convenors:

Mike Ashton
Badley Ashton America

Steve Dee
BP

Conference
Sponsors:

BADLEY GEOSCIENCE LIMITED

PETROLEUM
GROUP

Call for Abstracts Deadline: 25 April 2014

Small to Subseismic
Scale Reservoir

Deformation
29-31 October 2014

The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London
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Small to subseismic deformation features can negatively impact reservoir performance and/or be
stimulated to enhance field recovery. In many cases such features are controlled by, or interact
with, similarly scaled sedimentological features, complicating conventional views of intra-reservoir
connectivity and flow unit definition. Whilst the intra-reservoir distribution of these small-scale features
has traditionally been ‘modelled’ in the subsurface by applying data from analogue outcrop studies, the
recent advances in the acquisition and processing of both seismic and imaging techniques, such as helical
CTscans, have provided greater resolution of the ‘subsurface’ than ever before.

This 2-day international conference will bring academic and industry geoscientists and engineers
together, to examine: (i) how much extra geological detail modern seismic and imaging techniques are
now able to provide; (ii) how that expansion of detailed information is being approached and captured
by interpreters - and tied back to real reservoir geology; (iii) what ‘'new questions’ are now being asked
of outcrop and well based studies in order to address the ‘unseen challenges’ of subseismic deformation;
(iv) how this is influencing the level of detail that should be captured to define better subsurface flow
characteristics within flow simulation models; and (v) how depletion and injection impact upon formation
and reactivation of reservoir scale deformation features.

Call for abstracts:

Please email paper and poster contributions to laura.griffiths@geolsoc.org.uk
and copy to mikeashton@badleyashton-america.com by 25 April 2013.

For further information please contact:
Laura Griffiths, The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BG.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7434 9944 Fax: +44 (0)20 7439 8975

At the forefront of petroleum geoscience

www.geolsoc.org.uk/petroleum
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The L YEAR OF
Geological ’
Society

serving scierice & profession

In 2014, Council will launch a Science
Strategy for the Geological Society

An exciting new initiative for delivery of this strategy is to plan ‘themed
years',-around which the more proactive aspects of the Society's forward
science programme will-be planned. The theme for each year will be
cross-cutting, and will bring together both fundamental curiosity-driven
science and instances of societal problems where geology has a vital role
to play. We will aim to focus at least one Society flagship conference on
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- s the selected theme each year, with input from Specialist Groups who wish
g% & N to be involved, and we are also inviting Specialist Groups and others to
¥ b Ry plan their own meetings and activities. We also anticipate publishing
’//ﬁ . e thematic sets of journal papers, and organising educational, policy and

outreach activities relating to each year’s theme.

,3?; 3% | Council has decided to make 2015 a
oo« o~ 1 'Year of Mud’ at the Geological Society!
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There is a resurgence of interest in the science of mud-rocks, driven by a
wide range of factors including:
- Shale gas, and the need to improve our understanding of pore
behaviour and permeability
¢ The challenges of tunnelling in clay in major projects such as Crossrail
The search for suitable geological host rocks for the disposal of
radioactive waste -
Slope stability, urbanisation and development of megacities
Diminishing soil quality
Increasing flood risk as mud is'washed into city storm water drains
Advances in nanogeoscience and biogeology

We would welcome your suggestions for mud-related conferences and other
activities, either through the Specialist.Groups or from individual Fellows.
We will keep the Fellowship informed about plans for the Year of Mud, and
hope you will want to get involved. oE -

Get involved!
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