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Why? 
• Field Safety is important. 

• Training is a requirement. 

• Existing UKESCC resource is  out of data and 
difficult to maintain. 

 
Structure 

• Background to previous online Field Safety 
package. 

• The new OER Field safety package. 

• What’s missing? 

 



Background to Field Safety 

• Original software package created 
for United Kingdom Earth Science 
Courseware Consortium. 

 

• UKESCC: founded and managed by 
Bill Sowerbutts, University of 
Manchester. 

 

• UKESCC: funded by HEFCE’s 
Teaching & Learning Technology 
Programme (1992-1995).  



The original Field Safety e-learning package  

Package originally 
created and written by 
Don Mackenzie and 
Helen Wilkins at Derby 
University using 
Macromedia 
AuthorWare Pro  
 
AWP bought by Adobe 
in 2005, and officially 
abandoned since 2007… 
 
Getting hard to run web 
versions… 



The new Field Safety e-learning package 

• Created at Liverpool University by Maggie Williams, Peter 
Williams & Alan Boyle. 
 

• Project funded by HEA-GEES. 
 

• Uses Xerte: freely available multimedia-development 
software developed by a team at Nottingham University. 
Allows free updating/customising of source code. 
 

• Finished project is a Flash web-based package for 
students to use prior to their first fieldwork – and as a 
reminder for subsequent fieldwork. 



Underlying Principles 

• Student centred. 

• Simple structure with accessibility. 

• Use best external web resources. 

• Use a variety of presentations and interactions to engage 
user and provide feedback. 

• As comprehensive as possible (for UK Geology students). 

• Adaptable by Institutions and disciplines. 

• Available through Jorum (source code) and as a standalone 
web page (Flash-delivered): 

• http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/geo-oer/fs 

http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/geo-oer/fs
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Fieldwork Safety Licensing 
• Available as a standalone module: 

• http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/geo-oer/fs/ 

• Released as an open educational resource licensed under the 
terms of the Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share Alike 2.0 UK: 
England & Wales  license.  

• See http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/ for details. 

http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/~hiatus/fieldwork_safety2/
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What is missing? 
• Set up with UKESCC and Geology in mind.  

•To cater better for geography should add rivers & glaciers… 



Acknowledgements 
 
 

 Hazel Clark and Alison Stokes for their helpful and 
constructive comments on draft versions of this 
resource. 

 

 The HEA GEES Subject Centre Learning and Teaching 
Development Fund for funding this project. 

 

 To the University of Liverpool for encouraging 
development of this resource and web-hosting it. 

 


