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 Developing STEM terminology in BSL (Astronomy, 
Biology, Chemistry, Maths, Geography and Physics).  

 Signs, definitions and illustrative images and videos. 
Bilingual.

 Aimed at deaf students, teachers, communication 
support workers, interpreters and parents. 

 850 signs in 2012 with many more being added. 

 In 2009 commissioned to translate SQA exam papers 
into BSL.

 SSC Glossary website receives 14,000 hits every month. 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/list.html
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS

 Geography Glossary cost was £30,000.

 Each new sign costs c. £50.

 Funded by donations of £300 - £10,500.

 170+ new signs developed and / or collected. 
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CHOOSING TERMS

 Physical Geography: glaciers, rivers, maps, GIS.

 Geology: eruptions, earthquakes, natural 

resources, fossils, igneous, metamorphic and 

sedimentary rocks. 

 Human Geography: ??



DEVELOPMENT OF TERMS

 Focus group meetings at Royal School for the 

Deaf, Derby. 

 7 members plus interpreters. 

 Pre-selection of terms / words.

 Group discussion and sign development work. 

 Basic recording of signs.

 Detailed recording of new signs and definitions.

 Translation into English.

 App development. 



DEVELOPMENT OF TERMS



DEVELOPMENT OF TERMS



BSL GLOSSARY PROJECT



BSL GLOSSARY PROJECT



BSL GLOSSARY PROJECT



BSL GLOSSARY PROJECT



BSL GLOSSARY PROJECT

Dunbar Science Festival

Deaf History International

BSL Zone: Secret Lab

Active Research
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