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Project 1: Making experiential learning 
more inclusive for students with disabilities

‘Wet-lab’ area Technician’s 
office

Cartographers and 
map resources

Resource 
storage Layout of learning space 

designed to support 
social interaction

Multiple power 
sockets on all tables

Printing facilities





OUTPUT: Improved signage



OUTPUT: Development of new resources 
designed to be inclusive and accessible

Foundation year 
geoscience: 
Introduction to rocks 
and minerals

Foundation year 
chemistry: Building 3D 
chemical models

Undergraduate 
fieldwork: Landscape 
visualisation using VR



Project 2: Supporting employability and work 
placements for students with disabilities



• 68.8% of graduates with no disclosed disability are in full-time employment

• 56.1% of graduates with an SpLD are in full-time employment

• Graduates with a social/ASD condition have the lowest proportion in full-time work 
(30.9%) and highest level of unemployment (15.1%)

AGCAS (2018). What Happens Next? A report on the first destinations of 2016 graduates with disabilities.
Sheffield, Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Services

AGCAS%20(2017).%20What%20Happens%20Next?%20A%20report%20on%20the%20first%20destinations%20of%202015%20graduates%20with%20disabilities.%20Sheffield,%20Association%20of%20Graduate%20Careers%20Advisory%20Services.
https://wonkhe.com/wp-content/wonkhe-uploads/2018/08/WHN-2018-.pdf


Recommendations 
for further action

Provide disability-
specific advice

Address 
disclosure rates

Information for 
placement providers

Better engagement 
with SWD

Monitor 
experiences of 

SWD on placement

Enhance 
confidence

OUTPUT: Research-informed report into barriers to 
accessing careers advice and work placements for 
students with disabilities



Opportunities for student 
support from professional 

services

Project 3: Providing ‘seamless support’ for 
students with disabilities

Focused on 
event(s), task or 
context

Focused on the 
whole student

Opportunities for student 
support in an academic unit

Focused on 
event, activity or 
task

Focused on the 
whole student
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Classes, particu-
larly interactive or 
prolonged 
activities such as 
fieldwork, lab 
work, seminars, 
presentations, 
tutorials 

Dissertation 
supervision

Support for or 
feedback on 
assessment

Personal tutorial Learning 
development:  
Writing Café, 
dyslexia support, 
Sum-Up, PALS, 
Disability support

Student wellbeing 
services: 
counselling, 
wellbeing, mental 
health

Mechanisms and processes 
that bring academic and 

professional services 
together

Study and Wellbeing 
Review Policy

Extenuating 
circumstances claims

Attendance monitoring

UPSU clubs and societies, advice 
centre, accommodation services



QUESTIONS?

Project 4: Reducing barriers to fieldwork


