Local geosites for people and conservation

Geoconservation Annual Gathering 2016, Edinburgh
Friday 28 October 2016, 1.30-5.30pm, followed by Civic Reception at 6pm.

Venue: Edinburgh Methodist Church Halls, 25 Nicolson Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9BX
This event is led by the Geological Society’s Geoconservation Committee, whose aims are to help conserve the diverse geology and rich geological and geomorphological heritage of the UK. As part of the Society’s work, we support initiatives that promote geodiversity and work with others to promote the sustainable use of geological sites as resources for education, training, public enjoyment and future scientific research.

An objective of the Committee is to facilitate public engagement with geoconservation and to support communication between relevant policymakers, funding or support bodies and grassroots geoconservation projects that go on around the country, often sustained by a small but important group of volunteers and enthusiasts.

Across the UK there are thousands of local sites that are important for geoconservation. These are places that are often valued and well-used by people, where we can find out about the geological history of our area, and how this influences nature, land use, building style and the 'sense of place' that all local communities have.

Local sites across the UK are protected by a variable set of notifications and protection orders and the progress towards having networks of designated sites is very patchy across the country. There are widely different strategies for designation and promoting sites. Some areas have hundreds of sites that are designated, monitored and celebrated by active geoconservation groups, in other places recognition/awareness of local sites is non-existent. But all areas have a common need for recognition, protection and sharing of local geodiversity sites.

This meeting aims to bring together key stakeholders and those working in geoconservation to discuss the value of local sites, review what is going across the UK and encourage more activity and wider involvement from relevant policymakers, local government and the wider geological community. 

Who's it for:
- members of geoconservation groups and everyone involved in local sites across the UK

- earth scientists interested in getting involved in local geoconservation

- focus on existing geoconservation community and geoscientists who might want to get involved; BUT not aimed specifically at planners, biodiversity officers etc. We think there would be a lot of interest from these parties in attending an event but devolved policy would make it difficult to have a UK-wide focus.

Programme:
(12 noon GeoConservation UK Annual General Meeting, Room 1)

1:30pm Presentations
Welcome: Richard Bevins, Chair of Geoconservation Committee.

Keynote: Geological Sites – a UK overview exploring why site designation and geoconservation are important in retaining sites for education, research and enjoyment Lesley Dunlop, Geoconservation Committee / Chair – English Geodiversity Forum / Chair – GeoConservationUK / Northumbria University. 

Designated geological sites, large and small, play a major part in our understanding and appreciation of the geological history of the UK. With a wide range of statutory and non-statutory sites management, conservation and knowledge of these is often variable but there are excellent examples from different groups that can be drawn upon for inspiration. Unfortunately, some sites are ‘lost’ and the implications of this should be considered.

Presentation: Statutory conservation of geodiversity. Colin MacFadyen, Scottish Natural Heritage.
Presentation: How does a Landscape Partnership work? Ewan Bachell, Development Officer, Clyde and Avon Valleys Partnership. Case study from the Clyde and Avon Valleys Partnership in central Scotland, which has included geodiversity surveys carried out in association with BGS, and plans to develop a geology trail.

Presentation: 1000 years of Building with Stone project. Kate Andrew, Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust. The 1000 Years of Building with Stone project has taken a crowd sourcing approach to record (so far) around 4,600 stone buildings and 650 building stone quarries across Herefordshire and Worcestershire on a new database www.buildingstones.org.uk. We have also carried out a variety of public outreach to encourage engagement with this most obvious (but most frequently overlooked) aspect of geology.

3:15pm tea break

3.45pm Workshops / discussion groups (three sessions of 30 mins)
1. Local geodiversity audits: examples from central Scotland of geodiversity audits for Local Authorities. Hugh Barron, British Geological Survey.
2. Crowd sourcing, engaging with volunteers and HLF funding. Kate Andrew, Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust.
3. North Lanarkshire geodiversity audit – using volunteers.  Paul Carter and Mike Browne.
A shoe-string geodiversity audit and action plan has been completed for North Lanarkshire Council by two retired volunteers, supported by Local Authority biodiversity officer. Paul and Mike will share their methodology, and discuss how progress can be made with limited budgets. 
4. Geodiversity in Planning: perspective on Local Geodiversity Sites in Scotland. Julie Dewar, City of Edinburgh Council and Chris Alcorn, West Lothian Council.
5. Global Geoparks – Geodiversity audits and action plans, a case study. Laura Hamlet, North West Highlands UNESCO Global Geopark. 
The North West Highlands Geopark carried out a geodiversity audit in 2013, and produced an action plan. However, the reality of funding and volunteer time means that we have struggled to take this forward as planned. This discussion workshop will look at the realities of how UK Geoparks can undertake geoconservation and function as flagships for the wider geoconservation movement.

5:15pm Plenary / discussion

6.00-7.30pm Civic reception hosted by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, European Room, City Chambers, 253 High St, Edinburgh EH1 1YJ.
Saturday 29 October, 10am: Local geoconservation workshop 
organised by the Scottish Geodiversity Forum

An informal, outdoor workshop exploring a Local Geodiversity Site in Edinburgh, discussing issues around conservation and education, and sharing best practice in recording site details.

We'd appreciate input from participants, particularly experience in monitoring existing Local Geodiversity Sites, and examples of methods and forms used.
Programme
10 for 10.30am Gather at Morningside Library, 184-186 Morningside Rd, Edinburgh EH10 4PU.

10.30am Presentation and discussion on Local Geodiversity Sites, the process of recording, designating and monitoring them, and use for education. Led by Angus Miller and Al McGowan, Lothian and Borders GeoConservation.

11.30am Field trip to Hermitage of Braid and Blackford Hill Local Geodiversity Site, including the important historical site of Aggasiz' Rock.

1pm Finish
Resources
Existing descriptions for Blackford Hill and Hermitage of Braid are:
1) Excursion in Lothian Geology, 1996. Available at  earthwise.bgs.ac.uk/index.php/Blackford_Hill_and_Dreghorn,_Edinburgh_-_an_excursion
2) Information leaflet – www.edinburghgeolsoc.org/downloads/rigsleaflet_blackforda4.pdf
3) Teachers' Guide – www.edinburghgeolsoc.org/downloads/blackfordhillteachersguide.pdf 
Contacts
Angus Miller, Scottish Geodiversity Forum chair@scottishgeodiversityforum.org / 0131 555 5488
Flo Bullogh, The Geological Society florence.bullough@geolsoc.org.uk / 020 7432 0947
The Scottish Geodiversity Forum is grateful for the support of Scottish Natural Heritage in organising these events.
