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Zbe (Bcolooical Society Club.

FOUNDED NOVEMBER 5th, 1824.

IN
H. B. Woodward's centenary

"
History of the Geological

Society," it is recorded that the Society had its origin in a
"
Geological Dinner Club," started on November 13th, 1807, by

thirteen participants at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen Street.

But with the rapid growth of the Society this Club came to an end

in three or four years. One of its rules imposed a fine of 10*. 6rf. for

non-attendance without due notice with the consequence that by
the end of the second session (1809),

" the tines from the first institu-

tion of the Society to the present time amount to £37 16s., of which

£6 16s. 6d. only have been hitherto received
" —a state of affairs

which helps to explain the early demise of the Club. The fines were

probably essential to cover a guarantee to the tavern -keeper of a

fixed minimum attendance, such as was given by the present Club

in its early days, any deficiency having to be met from the general

fund.

The present Club was founded in 1824 by thirty members of the

Geological Society, which by this time had a membership of over

four hundred and was granted its Charter in the following year. Of

the thirty, whose names are given in the List of Founders (p. 7).

several had been members of the former Club. Three of these

Founders, however, did not qualify afterwards for membership, and

a fourth deferred doing so until twelve years later. The rules on

establishment limited the number of members to forty, but this

number was not attained during the early years, and was reduced

to thirty-six by an amendment of the rules in 1836. The limit of

thirty-six remained in force until 1904, when it was raised to the

original forty again. Fellowship of the Geological Society has been.
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from the first, an essential qualification. The President of the Society,

if a member (as he has been, or has become, in all cases save one since

its initiation), is President also of the Club
;

in his absence the

chair is taken by the member present of senior standing.

In 1825 a Supernumerary List was established, for members

absent from the British Isles for the whole of a session or longer ;

and the scope of this list was afterwards extended to retain a few

retiring members as Honorary, which distinction became recognized

subsequently as a separate rank. In 1904 a new supernumerary

class of Temporary Member was instituted, for nominated members

of the Council of the Geological Society, if not already members of

the Club, during their term of office ;
and in 1918 it was further

decided to admit by invitation, as Temporary Honorary Members (for

the session), "eminent men of science, being Fellows of the Society,

temporarily resident
"

in this country.

With rare exceptions, the dinners of the Club, from its foundation,

have been held regularly on the evenings of every Ordinary Meeting

of the Society
—on Fridays until 1830, and since then on Wednesdays.

Up to the war period the dinners were held before the meetings, but

when the meeting-time was altered, in the eventful autumn of 1915,

from 8 p.m. to the present hour, 5.30 p.m., a later dining-hour, after

the meetings, was adopted. The successive habitual dining-places

of the Club are given in a subsequent list (p. 9).

The Club possesses records of its dinners from the beginning.

These are of interest not only in containing the names, as members

or as guests, of many men of the past century eminent in other

pursuits besides geology, but also because they reflect the change

in social conditions during the century. The earliest minute-book

(1824-1826) preserves the record of bets between members, on various

subjects, in terms of champagne for the benefit of the company :

how long toads will live enclosed in cavities in rock (vide Woodward's

"Hist, of Geol Soc," p. 66) ;
whether the columns in front of the

Pantheon at Eome are fluted
;

whether they are composed of

granite ;
whether there are instances of Mountain Limestone over-

lying Coal Measures in conformable position. It is to be regretted

that this very practical mode of expressing faith in an opinion in

disputed matters of science has fallen into desuetude.

In the dinner lists are to be found the names, as guests, of most

of the distinguished foreign geologists who have visited this country
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during the century, together with those of British nationality who

have not been members of the Club.

A few exceptional events in the annals of the Club, culled more

or less at random, may here be briefly recalled.

In 1850, on Saturday, June 15th, a supplementary dinner was held

at the Crown and Sceptre Tavern, Greenwich, the only occasion on

which the Club has dined out of London. In 1856, on May 21st,

dinner was prepared, but postponed on account of an accident to the

President, Dr. Daniel Sharpe, who had suffered a fall from his horse,

which proved fatal to him. In 1874, on January 21st, Sir Charles Lyell

was congratulated on his membership having lasted for fifty years.

On Thursday, November 5th, 1874, an extra dinner was held at

the Pall Mall Restaurant to celebrate the Jubilee of the Club. A

printed list of past and present Members was issued in commemora-

tion. The usual ordinary dinner had been held at the same place

on the previous day (November 4th). The minute-book records the

Jubilee dinner without special comment, but a separate autograph-list

of the diners is preserved, and an account of the function appeared in

Nature, November 19th, 1874. Sir Charles Lyell, "one of the only

two original members now living," was present and responded to

one of the toasts. It was his last attendance at the Club
;
he died

in the February following. The other original member referred to

must have been Sir Alexander Caldcleugh (died 1888), whose active

membership lasted only for the first year of the Club, but whose

name was retained on the Supernumerary List until after 1843.

Of the actual members at the date, the only survivor now is Sir

William Boyd Dawkins, who, though not at the dinner, was then a

member of four years' standing ;
but Mr. William Whitaker, who is

also on our Honorary List, was present at the dinner as a guest, and

was elected a member in the following month.

In 1886 (November 17th) the records express the Members'

regret for the death of the Earl of Enniskillen, a member for the past

fifty-eight [fifty-six] years. He had continued to dine with the

Club occasionally to the end of May, 1884. His term of membership
stands at present the longest in the annals.

In 1899 (June 21st) we read :

"
This being the last meeting of the

75th session of the Club, making the 1200th meeting since its founda-

tion, the health of the senior members, Sir John Evans and Dr. T.

Wiltshire [both present] was drunk with acclamation."

a 2
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In the session 1903-1904 the financial affairs of the Club were

so propitious that no subscription was required : a circumstance

unique up to that time (and likely to remain so).

In 1907, on the occasion of the Centenary celebrations of the

Geological Society, a special dinner of the Club was held at the

Criterion Restaurant on Friday, September 27th, to which the

foreign and British delegates were invited. The dinner was attended

by thirty-two members and eighty-eight guests, including eminent

geologists from nearly all parts of the world. The expenses were met

by a special subscription.

In 1910, on May 11th, there was no meeting, owing to the death

of King Edward VII. In 1911, on May 24th, the meeting celebrated

the accession of King George V, and his approaching coronation.

In 1912, the dinner on December 18th was attended by fifty-three

members and guests, the biggest muster on record at an Ordinary

Meeting of the Club. This muster is to be explained by exceptional

interest in the paper at the subsequent meeting of the Geological

Society, on the discovery of the Piltdown skull, by C. Dawson and

Sir A. Smith Woodward.

During the war period, 1915-1919, the customary anniversary

dinners of the Geological Society were suspended, but the Club

carried on the tradition in a modified form by holding an extra

dinner on the evening of the anniversary meetings in February from

1915 to 1919. The war conditions and regulations (restricted hours,

prices, diet, etc.) are well illustrated by the records which, though
too recent to require comment now, will probably be found of peculiar

interest at the bi-centenary. The Treasurer of the period noted,

among other things, that
"
the diminished food, especially fat, led

men to drink more wine."

In 1924, November 5th, the Centenary Dinner is to be held at

the Criterion Restaurant : the occasion of this publication.

The list of deceased and living members which follows is based on

that prepared by Mr. H. W. Monckton in 1905, now revised and

brought up to date.

G. W. Lamplugh,
Treasurer.

September, 1924.



Xtst of tbe tfounoers
OF

XTbe Geological Society Club, 1824.

Arthur Aikin, F.L.S.

Francis Baily, F.R.S., M.R.I.A.

Rev. Prof. William Buckland, D.D., F.R.S. President, 1824-6,

1839-41.

Henry Burton, M.D.

Alexander (afterwards Sir A.) Caldcleugh, F.R.S.

Francis (afterwards Sir Francis) Legatt Chantrey, R.A., F.R.S.

Major (afterwards Major-General) Thomas Frederick Colby, R.E.,

LL.D., F.R.S.

Henry Thomas Colebrooke, F.R.S.

fPhilip Davies Cooke, F.L.S.

Sir Alexander Crichton, M.D., F.R.S.

Robert Ferguson, F.R.S.

William Henry Fitton, M.D., F.R.S. President, 1827-9.

George Bellas Greenough, F.R.S. President, 1807-13, 1818-20,
1833-5.

John Guillemard, F.R.S.

Thomas Horsfield, M.D., F.R.S.

Rev. Andrew Irvine.

Thomas Jemmett.

fAylmer Bourke Lambert, F.R.S.

Charles (afterwards Sir Charles) Lyell, F.R.S. President, 1835-7,

1849-51.

Daniel Moore, F.R.S.

Wdliam Hasledine Pepys, F.R.S.

Edmund Waller Rundell.

fJesse Watts Russell, M.P., LL.D., F.R.S.

Sir George Thomas Staunton, Bart., F.R.S.

Charles Stokes, F.R.S. Treasurer.

John Taylor, F.R.S.

Henry Tucker.

Joseph F. Vandercomb.

James Vine.

Henry Warburton, F.R.S. President, 1843-5.

* Present at the first dinner, on November 5th, 1824.

f Did not take up membership.
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prestoeuts of tbe Club.

The successive Presidents of the Geological Society.

See
"
List of the Geological Society of London, March, 1924

"

(pp. 5-6).

^Treasurers of tbe Club,

(From 1904 onwards the term of office was limited to five years.)

1824-1836 Charles Stokes, F.R.S.

1836-1849 John Taylor, F.R.S.

1849-1854 William John Hamilton, F.R.S.

1854-1855 John Carrick Moore, F.R.S.

1855-1860 Robert William Mylne, F.R.S.

1860-1864 William John Hamilton, F.R.S.

1864-1866 Warington (afterwards Sir W.) Wilkinson Smyth, F.R.S.

1866-1869 Douglas (afterwards Sir Douglas) Galton, F.R.S.

1869-1874 Peter Martin Duncan, F.R.S.

1874-1890 Robert William Mylne, F.R.S.

1890-1904 Hilary Bauerman.

1904-1909 Horace Woollaston Monckton.

1909-1914 Bedford McNeill.

1914-1918 George Barrow.

1918-1923 William Whitehead Watts, F.R.S.

1923- George William Lamplugh, F.R.S.

Secretaries of tbe Club,

1902-1904 William Whitehead Watts, F.R.S.

1904-1908 Aubrey (afterwards Sir Aubrey) Strahan, F.R.S.

1908-1910 Charles Fox-Strangways.
1910-1913 Arthur (afterwards Sir Arthur) Smith Woodward, F.R.S.

1913-1916 Richard Dixon Oldham, F.R.S.

1916-1917 Richard Mountford Deeley.

1917-1919 Herbert Henry Thomas.

1919-1924 John Allen Howe.



Xono flDembersbtps.

Members deceased.

The Earl of Enniskillen, F.R.S. 56 years.

Lord Avebury, F.R.S. 54 years.

H. N. Story Maskelyne, F.R.S. 54 years.

The Earl of Selkirk, F.R.S. 53 years.

Sir C. Lyell, F.R.S. 51 years.

Sir P. de M. Grey Egerton, F.R.S. 51 years.

Sir Douglas Galton, F.R.S. 49 years.

Professor T. G. Bonney, F.R.S. 49 years.

Sir J. Prestwich, F.R.S. 48 years.

Sir J. Evans, F.R.S. 46 years.

Professor T. McK. Hughes, F.R.S. 46 years.

Sir R. Murchison, F.R.S. 45 years.

Sir A. Ramsay, F.R.S. 44 years.

Sir W. W. Smyth, F.R.S. 42 years.

Rev. H. H. Winwood. 41 years.

Professor J. W. Judd, F.R.S. 40 years.

Members living.

Sir W. Boyd Dawkins, F.R.S. Already 54 years.

W. Whitaker, F.R.S. Already 50 years.

Sir A. Geikie, F.R.S. Already 42 years.

Rev. Canon E. Hill. Already 41 years.

DiniiiO places of tbe Club.

(Omitting occasional or short-term locations.)

1824-1828 The Thatched House Tavern, St. James's Street.

1828-1847 The Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand.

1848-1860 Clunn's Hotel, Covent Garden.

May, June 1860 The Thatched House Tavern.

1860-1861 Willis's Rooms, King Street.

1861-1862 Clunn's Hotel.

1862-1863 St. James' Hall Restaurant, Piccadilly.

1863-1873 Clunn's Hotel.

1873-1880 Pall Mall Restaurant.

1880-1903 St. James' Hall Restaurant.

1904-1917 Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly.

1917-1919 Imperial Restaurant, Regent Street.

1920- Stewart's Restaurant, Piccadilly.



Centenary Hist of Members
OF THE

(Seolocjtcal Society Club*

from IS24 to 1924.

The names of the Founders are in dark type.
The dates before the names give the period of membership.
Single dates in dark type placed centrally indicate present membership.
Figures within brackets after the names give the dates, when ascertained, of

the birth and death of deceased members.
The right-hand column contains references to obituary notices. Proc.

= Proceedings, and Q.J . = Quarterly Journal, of the Geological Society, the

numerals referring to the volume and page (proc. page in Q.J.). D.N.B. indi-

cates a record in the Dictionary of National Biography in a few instances where
no obituary has appeared in the publications of the Geological Society.

1824-1825 Aikin, Arthur. (1773-1854.) Q.J. 11, 41.

1873-1880 Anderson, Sir James. (1824-1893.) Q.J. 50, 44.

1909-1913 Anderson, Tempest, M.D., D.Sc. (1846-

1913.) Q.J. 70, 76.

1915-1924 Andrews, Charles William, D.Sc, F.E.S.

(1866-1924.) Q.J. 81,— .

1869-1878 Ansted, David Thomas, F.R.S. (1814-

1880.) Q.J. 37, 43.

1842-1875 Austen, R. A. C. See Godwin-Austen.

1859-1913 Avebury, Baron. See Sir John Lubbock.

1824-1844 Baily, Francis, F.R.S. (1774-1844.) D.N.B.

1845-1846 Bandinel, James. (1783-1849.) D.N.B.

1830-1869 Barclay, Arthur Kett, of Bury Hill, F.R.S.

Hon. Memb., 1862. (1806-1869.)

1907 Barrow^ George. Treasurer, 1914-1918.

1910-1914 Bather, Francis Arthur, D.Sc, F.R.S.

Resigned.
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1877-1909 Bauerman, Hilary, Assoc. M.Inst.C.E.

Treasurer, 1890-1904. (1834-1909.) Q.J. 66, 50.

1907-1922 Bemrose, H. H. Arnold, 8c.D. Resigned.

1852-1881 Bigsby, John Jeremiah, M.D., F.R.S.

Hon Memb., 1871. (1792-1881.) Q.J. 37, 39.

1891-1892 Blanford, Henry Francis, F.R.S. (1834-

1893.) £..7.49,52.

1882-1905 Blanford, William Thomas, CLE., LL.D.,

F.R.S. President, 1888-1890. (1832-

1905.) Q.J. 62, 56.

1874-1923 Bonney, Rev. Thomas George, Sc.D.,

LL.D., F.R.S. President, 1884-1886.

Hon. Memb., 1910. (1833-1923.) Q.J. 80, 48.

1835-1838 Boringdon,Viscount. See Edmund Parker.

1828-1830 Bostock, John, M.D., F.R.S. President,

1826-1827. Supernum. List after 1830.

(1773-1846.) Q.J. 3,23.

1921 Boswell, Percy George Hamnell, D.Sc.

1919 Boulton, William Savage, D.Sc.

1831-1833 Bowden, John William. (1798-1844.) D.N.B.

1873-1881 Brady, Sir Antonio. (1811-1881.) Q.J. 38,50.

1825-1847 Broderip, William John. F.R.S. (1789-

1859.) QJ. 16, 27.

1824-1856 Buckland, Very Rev. William, D.D., F.R.S.

Dean of Westminster. President, 1824-

1826 and 1839-1841. Hon. Memb.,

1845. (1784-1856.) Q.J. 13, 27.

1848-1872 Bunbury, Sir Charles James Fox, 8th

Baronet, F.R.S. (1809-1886.) QJ. 43, 39.

1841-1849 Bunbury, Edward Herbert. In 1886

succ. as 9th Baronet. (1811-1895.) QJ. 52, 58.

1824-1837 Burton, Henry, M.D. ( 1844.)

1868-1876 Busk, George, F.R.S. (1807-1886.) Q.J. 43, 40.

1917 Cadman, Sir John, K.C.M.G., D.Sc.

1824-1825 Caldcleugh, Sir Alexander, F.R.S. Super-

mini. List for 20 years later. (
-

1888.)
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1870-1875 Carpenter, William Benjamin, C.B., M.D.,

F.R.S. (1813-1885.) Q.J. 42,40.

1885-1891 Carruthers,William, F.R.S. (1830-1922.) Q.J. 79, 58.

1832-1857 Cartwright, Samuel, F.R.S. (1789-1864.) D.N.B.

1829-1857 Cavendish, William, Earl of Burlington,

7th Duke of Devonshire, K.G., F.R.S.

(1808-1891.) Q.J. 48,48.

1862-1866 Chambers, Robert. (1802-1871.) Q.J. 28, 39.

1824-1842 Chantrey, Sir Francis Legatt, K.C.H., R.A.,

F.R.S. The Sculptor. (1781-1842.) Proc. 3, 637.

1830-1832 Christie, Alexander Turnbull, M.D.

( 1832.) Proc. 2, 45.

1851-1854 Churchill, Lord Alfred. (1824-1893.)

1834-1849 Clerke, Major Thomas Henry Shadwell,

K.H., F.R.S. (1792-1849.) D.N.B.

1824-1833 Colby, Major-General Thomas Frederick,

R.E., F.R.S. (1784-1852.) Q.J. 9,26.

1882-1896 Colchester, William. (1813-1898.) Q.J. 55, 60.

1830-1886 Cole, William Willoughby, Viscount Cole,

3rd Earl of Enniskillen, F.R.S. Hon.

Memb., 1881. (1807-1886.) Q.J. 43, 38.

1824-1828 Colebrooke, Henry Thomas. The Sanscrit

scholar. (1765-1837.) Proc. 2,629.

1839-1851 Compton, Spencer Joshua Alwyne, Earl

Compton, 2nd Marquis of Northampton.
President of the Royal Society. Presi-

dent, 1820-1822. (1790-1851.) Q.J. 7,31.

1875-1879 Cooke, Edward William, R.A., F.R.S.

(1811-1880.) D.N.B.

1824-1841 Crichton, Sir Alexander, M.D., F.R.S.

(1763-1856.) Q.J. 13, 44.

1915 Cullis, Charles Gilbert, D.Sc.

1837-1839 Darwin, Charles, F.R.S. (1809-1882.)

Supermini. List after 1839. Q.J. 39, 38.

1858-1859 Davidson, Thomas, F.R.S. (1817-1885.) Q.J. 42, 30.

1892-1893 Davis, James William. (1846-1893.) Q.J. 50, 44.

1870 Dawkins, Sir William Boyd, D.Sc, F.R.S.

Hon. Memb., 1917.
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1912 Deeley, Richard Mountford, M.Inst.C.E.

Secretary, 1916-1917.

1847-1855 De la Beche, Sir Henry Thomas, C.B.,

F.R.S. Hon. Memb., 1854. Presiden-

tial Member, 1847-1849. (1796-1855.) Q.J. 12, 34.

1850-1855 De Salis, William Fane.
( 1896.)

1829-1857 Devonshire, the 7th Duke of. See William

Cavendish.

1848-1849 Dixon, Frederick. (1799-1849.) Q.J. 6,31.

1830-1841 Donkin, General Sir Rufane Shaw, K.C.B.,

G.C.H., F.R.S. Surveyor-General of the

Ordnance. (1773-1841.) D.N.B.

1832-1885 Douglas, Dunbar James, 6th Earl of Sel-

kirk, F.R.S. Hon. Mcmb., 1881.

(1809-1885.) Q.J. 42,48.

1923 Douglas, James Archibald, D.Sc.

1875-1877 Drew, Frederick. (1836-1891.) Q.J. 48, 49.

1854-1870 Ducie, the 3rd Earl of. See Henry John

Moreton.

1865-1881 Duncan, Peter Martin, F.R.S. Treas-

urer, 1869-1874. President, 1876-1878.

(1824-1891.) Q.J. 48, 47.

1894-1902 Eccles, James.
( 1915).

1874-1877 Edgell, Arthur Wyatt. Resigned Felloiv-

ship, 1890.

1830-1881 Egerton, Sir Philip de Malpas Grey,

10th Baronet, M.P., F.R.S. (1806

-1881.) Q.J. 38,46.

1833-1836 Egerton, Rev. Thomas. (- -1854.)

1832-1834 Elphinstone, Major-General Sir Howard,

1st Baronet, R.E., C.B., F.R.S. (1773-

1846.) D.N.B.

1916 Elsden, James Vincent, D.Sc

1859-1863 Emmett, Major-General Anthony, R.E.

(1790-1872.) D.N.B.

1830-1886 Enniskillen, the 3rd Earl of. /See William

Willoughby Cole.
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1867-1903 Etheridge, Robert, F.R.S. President,

1880-1882. Hon. Memb., 1891. (1819-

1903.) QJ. 60, 68.

1862-1908 Evans, Sir John, K.C.B., D.C.L., LL.D.,

F.R.S. President, 1874-1876. Hon.

Memb., 1904. (1823-1908.) Q.J. 65, 58.

1916 Evans, John Witham, C.B.E., D.Sc.,

F.R.S. President, 1924-

1858-1865 Falconer, Hugh, M.D., F.R.S. (1808-

1865.) Q.J. 21, 45.

1917 Fearnsides, William George.

1881-1883 Feilden, Colonel Henry Wemyss, R.A.,

C.B. (1838-1921.) Q.J. 78,51.

1836-1840 Ferguson, Robert, M.P., F.R.S. A
Founder, but did not take membership
until 1836. ( 1840.) Proc. 3, 523.

1863-1874 Fergusson, James, LL.D., F.R.S. (1808-

1886.) Q.J. 42, 43.

1824-1834 Fitton, William Henry, M.D., F.R.S.

President, 1827-1829. (1780-1861.) Q.J. 18,30.

1890-1921 Fletcher, Sir Lazarus, LL.D., F.R.S.

Hon. Memb., 1910. (1854-1921.) Q.J. 77,66.

(1904) Flett, John Smith, D.Sc, F.R.S., resigned

1920 1914, re-elected 1920.

1863-1873 Flower, John Wickham. (1807-1873.) Q.J. 30, 34.

1867-1876 Forbes, David, F.R.S. (1828-1876.) Q.J. 33, 41.

1845-1854 Forbes, Edward, F.R.S. President, 1853-

1854. Hon. Memb., 1854. (1815-1854.) Q.J. 11, 27.

1891-1894 Foster, Sir Clement Le Neve, F.R.S.

(1841-1904.) Q.J. 61, 52.

1850-1899 Galton, Sir Douglas Strutt, R.E., K.C.B.,

F.R.S. Treasurer, 1866-1869. (1822-

1899.) D.N.B.

1856-1862 Galton, Sir Francis, F.R.S. Resigned

Fellowship, 1900. (1822-1911.) D.N.B.
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1899 Garwood, Edmund Johnstone, Sc.D.,F.R.S.

1882 Geikie, Sir Archibald, O.M., K.C.B., Sq.D.

President of the Royal Society, 1908-

1913. President, 1890-1892, and 1906-

1908. Hon. Memb., 1916.

1853-1870 Gibson. Thomas Field. (1803-1890.) Q.J. 47, 58.

1915-1920 Gibson, Walcot, D.Sc. Resigned.

1841-1844 Gilbert, John Davies, F.R.S.
(

1854.)

1878-1887 Godwin-Austen, Lieut. -Colonel Henry
Haversham, F.R.S. (1834-1923.)

1842-1875 Godwin-Austen, Robert Alfred Cloyne,

F.R.S. President, 1842-1844. (1808-

1884.) Q.J. 41, 37.

1923 Gordon, William Thomas, D.Sc.

1878-1891 Grantham, Richard Boxall, M.Inst.C.E.

(1805-1891.) Q.J. 48,50.

1890-1896 Green, Alexander Henry, F.R.S. (1832-

1896.) Q.J. 53, 52.

1917 Green, John Frederick Norman.

1824-1855 Greenough, George Bellas, F.R.S. Presi-

dent, 1807-1813, 1818-1820, and 1833-

1835. Hon. Memb., 1851. (1778-
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