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Lecture Theatre Campaign        

Giving and Recognition – Terms & Conditions 

Thank you for considering supporting the Geological Society’s Lecture Theatre Campaign. Every 
gift, whatever its size, will help us to restore and futureproof this important space for the benefit 
of our members, the geoscience community and the wider public. 

These terms explain the donation scope and associated recognition.  

1. Donations 

All contributions to the Lecture Theatre Campaign are voluntary donations to the Geological 
Society of London (the “Society”) and will be used to support the Lecture Theatre refurbishment 
and associated campaign objectives.  

A donation does not constitute the purchase of an asset, service or interest in the Society, 
Burlington House or the Lecture Theatre.  

Donations do not confer any ownership, membership, voting, governance or other rights in 
relation to the Society, Burlington House or the Lecture Theatre, unless such rights arise 
independently from the donor’s existing membership or another separate agreement with the 
Society. 

2. Giving Levels and Recognition 

The campaign includes a number of giving levels, each of which has associated recognition as 
described in the campaign materials.  

Recognition is intended as a thank-you for the donor’s generosity and support. It does not 
represent ownership of, or a proprietary interest in, any part of the Lecture Theatre.  

Where recognition includes a named seat or other form of dedication, this is a commemorative 
acknowledgement of the donor or person being honoured and does not give the donor 
ownership of, or exclusive rights to use, the seat or space. 

The Society reserves the right to amend the precise form, location or presentation of recognition 
where this is necessary for practical, conservation, accessibility, operational or other legitimate 
reasons. We will, wherever possible, discuss any significant changes with the relevant donor in 
advance. 

3. Seat Dedications 

Where a donation level includes a seat dedication:  

• the dedication is a form of recognition of the donor, an individual or an organisation 
nominated by the donor; 

• the donor does not acquire ownership of the seat or any right to use the seat exclusively;  

• the seat remains part of the Lecture Theatre and may be used by any visitor or attendee;  

• the dedication will normally remain in place for a minimum of 10 years, subject to the 
Society’s ongoing use and management of the Lecture Theatre;  
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• the Society may need to relocate, replace or alter a seat as part of future maintenance, 
accessibility, conservation or refurbishment works. Where reasonably practicable, the 
associated dedication will be retained or transferred to an appropriate replacement 
seat; 

• the wording of a dedication is subject to the Society’s approval and must comply with its 
policies and values. 

4. Seat Selection and Allocation 

Where a giving level provides an opportunity to select or express a preference for a seat, this is a 
priority selection opportunity rather than a guarantee of a particular seat. 

Seat selection will be managed by the Society and will take account of the agreed giving level, 
the date on which the gift or pledge is confirmed, accessibility requirements and the final 
Lecture Theatre seating plan. 

The Society reserves the right to make changes to the seating plan as required for accessibility, 
safety, conservation, operational or other legitimate reasons.  

Any priority in selecting a seat applies only to the initial allocation and does not provide an 
ongoing right to that seat. 

5. Campaign Recognition 

Donors may be recognised in campaign materials, on the Society’s website, in publications, at 
events or within the Lecture Theatre, in accordance with the recognition associated with their 
giving level. 

Donors will normally be contacted to confirm their preferred name and, where relevant, 
dedication wording before public recognition takes place. 

Donors may choose to remain anonymous. The Society will respect reasonable requests for 
anonymity and will not publicly identify an anonymous donor without their consent.  

The Society reserves the right not to accept or publicly recognise a gift where doing so would 
conflict with its charitable purposes, policies, values, reputation or legal obligations.  

6. Benefits and Invitations 

Where particular giving levels include invitations, events, priority opportunities or other 
benefits, these are offered as recognition of support and are subject to availability. 

Such benefits are not transferable unless expressly agreed by the Society and do not create any 
ongoing entitlement beyond the period or circumstances specified in the campaign materials.  

Membership benefits remain governed by the Society’s separate membership terms and 
conditions. 

7. Pledges 

Where a donor makes a pledge to the campaign, the Society will record the pledge and agree an 
appropriate payment schedule with the donor.  

Recognition associated with a pledge will normally be confirmed once the Society has received 
the agreed donation, or as otherwise agreed in writing.  

If a pledge is subsequently reduced, cancelled or not fulfilled, the Society reserves the right to 
review or withdraw any associated recognition or benefits.  
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8. Changes to the Lecture Theatre  

The Lecture Theatre is part of the Society’s Grade II* listed Burlington House premises and its 
future use, layout and operation will be determined by the Society in accordance with its 
charitable purposes, conservation requirements, accessibility obligations and operational 
needs. 

The Society may therefore need to make changes to the Lecture Theatre, including its seating, 
fixtures, displays, technology or other elements, both during the refurbishment and in the 
future. 

The Society will endeavour to preserve campaign recognition wherever reasonably practicable, 
but cannot guarantee that a particular physical feature, seat, location or installation will remain 
unchanged for the entire duration of the campaign or beyond the stated recognition period. 

9. Gift Acceptance 

The Society reserves the right to decline a donation or to return a donation where there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that accepting or retaining it would be contrary to the Society’s 
charitable purposes, policies, values, reputation or legal obligations. 

The Society may carry out appropriate due diligence on significant donations in accordance 
with its policies and applicable law.  

10. Tax and Gift Aid 

The tax treatment of donations varies according to individual circumstances. Donors are 
responsible for determining whether they are eligible for Gift Aid or any other tax relief and for 
providing accurate information to the Society where required.  

Any tax benefits associated with a donation are separate from the recognition and benefits 
offered by the campaign. 

11. Changes to These Terms 

The Society may update these terms where necessary to reflect changes to the Lecture Theatre 
project, the Society’s policies, legal requirements or operational circumstances.  

Where a change materially affects an existing donor’s agreed recognition, the Society will seek 
to communicate this with the donor and, where appropriate, agree a reasonable alternative.  

12. Questions 

We want supporting the Lecture Theatre Campaign to be a positive and rewarding experience. If 
you have any questions about your gift, recognition or the campaign, please see our FAQs on 
our website or contact the Development team, who will be happy to discuss this with you.  

Geological Society of London 
Burlington House 
Piccadilly 
London W1J 0BG 

 

 

  

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/about-us/support-the-geological-society/lecture-theatre-refurbishment-appeal/lecture-theatre-refurbishment-appeal-faqs/
mailto:development@geolsoc.org.uk

