
The Mind Map of CPD Activities
The Geological Society CPD scheme, six categories of activity

CPD
Mind Map

Professional Practice

networking

formal role in learned
and professional bodies

committee work

undertaking assessments,
auditing, reviewing

other duties

expert witness

contributing to knowledge

writing/editing papers,
books, conference

proceedings

referee/peer reviewer of
papers, books etc. for

publication

presenting lectures,
talks, teaching

literature reviews and
case studies

helping younger
professionals

coaching/tutoring

mentoring

sponsoring/supporting

examining

Self-Directed Study

private studies

distance learning

reviewing/summarising
publications

focused internet research

recorded webinars watched
in your own time

reading technical papers
in journals

reading textbooks

being mentored

reflective CPD practice

On-the-Job Learning

active participation in
meetings

multi-professional project
meetings

client meetings

multi-disciplinary team
meetings

developing technical
skills

geological skills

modelling

data analysis

work shadowing

management

teamwork and leadership

peer guidance and
discussions

managing staff and teams

H&S training and site
induction

project management

professional and business
development

contract preparation and
management

Formal Learning

post-qualification
academic study

higher degrees

diplomas

study to develop
specialist skills

academic research

foreign language study

developing, organising
and attending courses

external courses:
conferences, seminars

internal courses:
briefings, tested training

Informal Learning

sharing knowledge and
skills with others

job secondment

attendance at

workshops

lectures

technical meetings

live webinars

preparing and presenting
training materials

courses

workshops

toolbox talks

site inductions

watching training videos

Other

volunteering

STEM

WISE

RIGS

strategic thinking and
planning

working groups

focus groups

forums

panels

developing business
skills

leadership

communication: oral and
written

negotiating

IT and computing

financial skills: bidding,
marketing

preparing and leading
field courses and

excursions

promoting geology to non-
professionals

press interviews

newspaper/magazine
articles

talks to amateur societies
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