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Monograptus riccartonensis Biozone
The riccartonensis Biozone was first recognized in the UK by Elles (1900) at Builth Wells, south-central Wales. It has since been recognized in many areas of Britain, and notable studies include Rickards’s (1967, 1969) work in northern England, that of Davies et al. (1997) in the Llanilar–Rhayader district of centralWales, and Zalasiewicz &Williams’s (1999) re-examination of the sequence at Builth Wells. The base of the biozone is generally taken at the incoming of Monograptus riccartonensis, the stratigraphical range of which defines the biozone (Fig. 17); this taxon dominates most assemblages.

Several authors have noted stratigraphical variations in specific composition and diversity in this generally impoverished interval, and this might form the basis of future two- or three-fold subdivision (Rickards, 1967, 1976; White et al. 1992; Zalasiewicz & Williams, 1999). The middle to upper parts of this biozone are generally more diverse, and include Pristiograptus dubius s.l., Monograptus firmus s.l., M. radotinensis inclinatus and the first appearance of Monograptus antennularius and possibly of Monoclimacis flumendosae. 
