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Cyrtograptus lapworthi Biozone
The Cyrtograptus lapworthi Biozone was first recorded in Britain by Loydell & Cave (1996) from the Banwy River section, central Wales. It equates roughly with the upper part of the spiralis Biozone and the Stomatograptus grandis Biozone of the Czech Republic. Loydell & Cave (1996) described a relatively diverse and characteristic graptolite assemblage. Several new species appear at the base of the biozone, including the zone fossil (Fig. 17). Some are confined to its lower and middle parts, suggesting a potential for subdivision; these include Monoclimacis sublinnarssoni, Streptograptus speciosus, Streptograptus wimani and Pristiograptus largus. A number of taxa continue from the previous biozone, and a few appear in the middle of the biozone, notably Monoclimacis basilica and Barrandeograptus pulchellus. C. lapworthi itself marks the first appearance of Cyrtograptus in Britain. In the Llanilar–Rhayader district of central Wales, Davies et al. (1997) assigned strata overlying the spiralis Biozone to a ‘spiralis/centrifugus interregnum’, the assemblage being dominated by long-ranging graptolites such as the members of the Monoclimacis vomerina and Monograptus priodon groups and Retiolites geinitzianus.
