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Cyrtograptus murchisoni Biozone

In many areas of Britain, the murchisoni Biozone assemblage is often indistinguishable from the underlying centrifugus Biozone where the eponym is absent (Rickards, 1967, 1976; Zalasiewicz & Williams, 1999; Davies et al. 1997). The biozone was initially recognized by Lapworth (1879–1880) from Builth Wells, and contains the index species together with Monograptus priodon and Monoclimacis vomerina. In central Wales, Loydell & Cave (1996) and Zalasiewicz & Williams (1999) have recognized taxa such as Monoclimacis vikensis?, Mcl. adunca, Pristiograptus praedubius, Monograptus radotinensis radotinensis, Cyrtograptus bohemicus and Pseudoplegmatograptus? wenlockianus? (Fig. 17). Loydell & Cave (1996) noted that species diversity drops markedly in the upper part of the biozone, indicating a potential for future subdivision.
