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Groundbreakers is a newly published book of more than 450 pages and 130 illustrations that
describes an amazing technical journey in man’s effort to find and produce oil and gas. This is
the first ever, comprehensive account of how upstream technology developed. The story is
packed with human drama, extraordinary innovation and oversized personalities who dared to
dream. By any standards, the story is unmatched for the sheer physical and intellectual bravado
of its key players.

The book relies on interviews with more than 125 technical leaders in the upstream and an
exhaustive review of literature and patents since the mid-19th century. In addition, the book
features timelines for exploration, drilling, reservoir engineering and production engineering
innovations. There are copious endnotes and references, including an index of the key players.

What the experts say:

“Reads as easy as a ‘can't put it down’ novel, yet is so exhaustively researched that it surely
will become the absolute reference for all years to come!” — Roy Lindseth, founder of several
geophysical companies

“An excellent job. | believe this book will become a ‘must have’ book for present and future
explorationists.” — Dave Kingston, an Exxon ‘Rover Boy’

“Wonderful work that no one has undertaken before. It will be enjoyed by the whole
petroleum industry.” — Jacques Bosio, Elf Aquitaine

“A page turner, can’t put it down. An incredible achievement and a reference for decades to
come.” — Richard Bateman, Schlumberger/Amoco/Halliburton/Texas Tech University

About the authors:
Dr Mark Mau is a professional business historian and writer. Dr Mau previously conducted historical
research for a European telecoms group and Deutsche Bank.

Henry Edmundson worked more than 45 years for Schlumberger, was founding editor of the Oilfield
Review and now runs his own energy consulting business.

The illustrator Abigail Whitehead graduated from the Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, and the Royal
College of Art, and is now an architect and freelance graphic artist based in London.

How to get a copy:

The book can be ordered directly from the publisher at
www.fast-print.net/bookshop/1791/groundbreakers
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