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Engineering Group Forum 
21st November 2007 

Royal Geographical Society, London 
 

‘Practical aspects of the engineering geology of weak rock’ 
 

(Incorporating the Glossop Award 2007) 
 

The geology of many parts of the UK is dominated by materials that could be classed as weak rock. By land 
surface area, these materials are predominantly sedimentary in origin, weathered and/or overlain by 
younger sediments of varying thickness. Critically, these are the materials in which the UK’s civil, building, 
utilities and extractive industries have to engineer.  

This - the second Engineering Group Forum - will examine the practical aspects of the engineering geology 
of weak rock, looking particularly at those problems that are typically encountered day in, day out. The 
following themes are proposed:-  

• The definition, identification and nature of rockhead for weak rocks  

• Assessment, impact and treatment of weak rock weathering and weathering related features 

• Transitional materials: soil or weak rock?  

• Description and characterisation of weak rock 

• Groundwater in weak rock 

The Forum’s convenors intend that the event will be dynamic and dominated by discussion. To this end they 
are actively seeking short presentations on relevant projects, case studies, research and observations that 
people would like to share and discuss within a wider convivial audience. Though focussed on the UK, 
relevant case studies from elsewhere are welcomed. The Forum’s opening address will be given by Dr Fred 
Baynes, President of the International Association for Engineering Geology. 

The Forum will include presentations from eminent practitioners tasked to challenge pre-conceptions and 
encourage debate.  A wide audience from all aspects of civil, building, utilities and extractive industries are 
encouraged to attend. Those wishing to make a short presentation should contact either one of the Forum 
convenors Darren Page (dpage@otbeng.com) or Dr John Harrison (j.harrison@imperial.ac.uk).  

The Forum will be followed by a presentation from this year’s Glossop Award winner and Award 
Presentations. The day will conclude with Dinner. Attendance at the Glossop Award presentation is free; a 
pay bar will be available at conclusion of the Glossop Award.  Those wishing to attend the Forum and/or 
Dinner should register with Georgina Worrall at the Conference Office of The Geological Society. 
Registration details can be found overleaf and at www.geolsoc.org.uk.   

Exhibition and sponsorship opportunities are also available, for more information on promoting your 
business, please contact Ursula Lawrence (UrsulaLawrence@crossrail.co.uk). 
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 
Please complete the Registration Form below and return to: The Conference Office, The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
London. Tel: 0207 434 9944 Fax: 0207 494 0579 Email: georgina.worrall@geolsoc.org.uk 
 
On-line registration is also possible through the Geological Society website www.geolsoc.org.uk.  
 
All attendees are required to register. Registration includes attendance at the Engineering Group Forum 2007, delegate pack, 
refreshments and buffet lunch. Those registering for Dinner, this includes a three course meal plus wine (additional bottles will be 
available for purchase). For those attending the Forum and Dinner, full payment must accompany the Registration Form to guarantee a 
place. Student identification will be required. A confirmatory email will be sent to you on receipt the completed Registration Form. A 
receipt may be issued on request. Notification of cancellation must be given at least 10 working days prior to the event for a full refund 
to be given. Registration questions should be directed to the Georgina Worrell at the Conference Office on 0207 434 9944 
   
REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Delegate Information 
First Name:  Last Name:  
Position: Affiliation:   
Address:  City/Town:                          Post Code:  
Telephone No:  Email: 
Fellowship No. (if applicable):  
 
Registration Fees 
 Advance After 1st 

November 2007 
No. required Amount 

Engineering Geology Forum 2007      
Members/Fellows of The Geological Society/Contributors £100 £110  £ 

Non-Members/Non-Fellows £110 £120  £ 
Full-Time Students/Unwaged/Retired  £30 £30  £ 

Glossop Award Presentation  Free Free  £ 
Forum Dinner  £50 £50  £ 
   Total Due £ 
Please advise of any special dietary requirements 
If registering for more than one person, please provide registration information for each delegate.  
 
Payment Details  
 

 I enclose a cheque for £_________ made payable to ‘The Geological Society’ 
 Please debit my Visa  Mastercard Amex Switch card by the sum of £___________ 

 
Card No.  Expiry Date: 
Security Number (last three digits on strip on the back of your card):  
 
Cardholders Name & Address (if different from above): 
  
 
 
Signature________________________________________ Date:__________________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about this event? (tick) 

 GSL website   Email   Poster   Geoscientist   Ground Engineering   Other (state) _______________ 
 We would like to keep you informed of future meetings and other Society activities. Please tick here if you 

do not want to receive such information.  
 


