
 

 
 
The Geological Society Library was founded in 

1809 and provides support services to Fellows 

of the Society and employees of Corporate  

Affiliates.  

 

Occupying 

apartments in Burlington House since 

1874, the Library contains over 300,000 

volumes of books and serials, takes 

around 700 current serial titles and 

has a collection of over 35,000 maps.  
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A lasting bequest  
 
Following repair, each volume will have a 
bookplate placed inside acknowledging the 
generosity of its sponsor. 
 
Bookplates can be dedicated as requested,  
making sponsoring a book an enduring gift 
for a friend or relative, a way to mark a 
memorable occasion such as retirement or a  
lasting tribute to your passion for geology.  
 
For further information, to make a donation, 
or to discuss ways in which you can help us in 
this conservation project, please contact the 
library:  
 Telephone: +44 (0)20 7432 0999 
  Email: library@geolsoc.org.uk 

 
Alternatively, visit the Societyõs web page 
www.geolsoc.org.uk  

The Library of the Geological Society 

of London has an outstanding collection  

of antiquarian books on geology and related  

subjects, containing approximately 3500  

volumes mostly published after 1800, as well 

as some 18th Century volumes and a few 

titles dating back to the 16th Century.  

It includes impressive early volumes  

annotated by the 19th Century geologists 

who originally owned them.   

 
 
 
 
Despite all our 
care and attention 
the years have 
taken their toll on 
the bindings of 
many  
of these volumes 
and urgent 
preservation work 
is now required.  

How you can help  
 
There are two ways in which you can help us.   
A donation of between £30 and £100 will allow  
us to bind a book in buckram with gold or black  
lettering, and repair loose or torn pages where 
necessary. 

 
For a book from our 
historic collection, 
prices range from 
£200 to £1000.   
These books will be  
assessed 
individually to 
decide the level of 
work needed ð  be it 
a new spine, 

retooling of lettering or completely new covers ð 
with the emphasis on being as true to the original 
binding as possible.  
 
There are a large number of volumes requiring 
urgent work, including important titles by Georges 
Cuvier, Edward Hull, Gideon Mantell, Roderick 
Murchison, Richard Owen and Bernard Palissy.  
 
A list of titles available for sponsorship is 
maintained on the Libraryõs website, which can 
also be posted on request. We can also make 
suggestions if there is an alternative title or author 
that interests you. 
  

The Societyõs treasures 

Lacosteõs õVolcans de lõAuvergneõ(1805) and 
Bunburyõs ôJournal of a residency at the Cape of 
Good Hopeõ (1848), restored through sponsorship 

ôOeuvres de Bernard Palissy, revues sur les  
exemplaires de la biblioth¯que du Roiõ (1777) 
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