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INTRODUCTION 

In celebration of the Centenary of the Geological Society in 1907, H.B. Woodward 
published his fine history which traced the Society's emergence from gatherings 
of small groups of men of I . . .  culture and wide sympathies.'. Their meetings were 
generally associated with hospitality in one form or another. For example, in 1807 
such a group gathered at I . . .  tea time once week at the hospitable dwelling of Dr. 
Babington ...' and even resorted I . . .  to his house as early as seven in the morning 
...' (Greenough in Rudwick, 1963). These arrangements did not meet with 
universal approval, however. Humphry Davy wrote to Greenough that '... The 
chills of Novr are very unfavourable to ardor in the pursuit of science, and I con- 
ceive we should all think better and talk better after experiencing the effects of 
Roast Beef and wine than in preparing for tea, coffee and Buttered Buns. Cannot a 
dinner meeting at some central Tavern be arranged for our general dispositions ...' 
(Rudwick, 1963). 

Of particular importance in these early gatherings were the members of the 
Askesian Society and the British Mineralogical Society, founded in 1796 and 1799 
respectively. In 1806 the Askesian Society incorporated its junior partner and soon 
afterwards the members '... transferred their attention to the more comprehensive 
master-science of Geology.' (Woodward, 1907). Eleven of them formed the 
Geological Society on 13th. November, 1807 at a dinner held in the Freemasons' 
Tavern. Humphry Davy had written that morning to W.H. Pepys, the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the former Mineralogical Society, to say I . . .  We are forming a little 
talking Geological Dinner Club, of which I hope you will be a member, I shall 
propose you today.' To further the aims of the Geological Society (hereafter the 
Society) it was resolved at that meeting infer alia, 

'That the Society dine together at the Freemasons' Tavern, on the first Friday 
of every month, from November to June inclusive, at 15s. per head, visitors to 
pay as members. Dinner to be on the table at 5 o'clock precisely. Fine for non- 
attendance 10s. 6d. Any member may avoid this fine by sending notice to the 
Secretary of his intention to be absent three days before the meeting.' 

These societal dining arrangements lapsed within three or four years, probably 
overtaken by an increase in the size of the Society and the failure of the system of 
fines. These latter were probably required to meet the cost of the pre-booked 
dinners, but by 1809 only £6. 16s. 6d. of the £37. 16s. due had been collected. How- 
ever, dining in some form continued at least until 1818 (Rudwick, 1963). The present 
Review does not deal in ex t emio  with the dining activities of the Society, but it 
should be noted that formal anniversary dinners were arranged by the Society from 
1811; mention is made by Woodward (1907) of those held in 1811, 1822, 1835 and 



1853. He also commented on the lack of any formal dining, by either Society or 
Club, to recognize the Society's 50th. Anniversary in 1857. 

Bearing in mind the importance attached to a gastronomical component in these 
various gatherings, whatever the hour, it can be argued cogently that the present 
Club is the direct descendant of that '... little talking Geological Dinner Club . . . I ,  

notwithstanding the break in time between it's formation in 1807 and the start in 
1824 of the present archives. The Founders would undoubtedly be gratified to know 
that the essential objects of their Club have been maintained. During its first 150 
years the Club met on not less than 2192 occasions and no fewer than 39,276 
members and guests have dined under its auspices. That total includes countless 
speakers from the Society's meetings who have afterwards enjoyed the relaxed 
atmosphere of the Club's dinners, characterized by the absence of I . . .  post-prandial 
oratory ...' (Williams, 1973). 

The Club has held formal dinners to mark various auspicious occasions. At the 
2000th dinner, held on 18 February 1958 at the Martinez Spanish Restaurant , 
Swallow Street, Dr. W. Campbell Smith reviewed other notable anniversaries, 
recalling in his speech the 50th. anniversary of the Club at the Pall Mall Restaurant 
on 5 November 1874, the 1200th. dinner at St. James' Hall Restaurant on 21 June 
1899 and the Centenary Dinner at the Criterion Restaurant on 5 November 1924, 
Many of the present members will recall that the Sesquicentennial was celebrated 
on 8 November 1974 at the 2192nd. meeting by a champagne buffet in the Society's 
apartments in Burlington House. That format was adopted, rather than the formal 
dinners elsewhere as previously, because the Club members had resolved to mark 
the occasion by the presentation to the Society of a table and chair for use in the 
Fellows' Lounge: a small brass plaque recording the event is mounted on the table. 

An account of the activities of the Club during its first 100 years was prepared for 
the Centenary Dinner by the then Treasurer, George W. Lamplugh. It was 
published as a 23-page booklet and included lists of the Founders, Treasurers, 
Secretaries, Long Memberships, Dining Places, a consolidated List of Members 
since the start and a 4-page historical summary: as the latter is out of print, it and 
the List of Founders is reproduced in Appendix A (1 and 2). The object of the 
present review is to examine the archives as such, rather than to recall the principal 
events. For that reason, concerns external to the Club which may have influenced 
the internal proceedings are referred to only exceptionally, as are external 
publications: in particular, geological issues are eschewed. The Review has been 
undertaken on a chronological basis. The alternative of treating individual topics, 
for example Honorary Membership, would have entailed considering each 
development outwith its historical setting. That seemed less desirable than the 
chronological approach, despite the consequent inevitability of a rather repetitive 
text. 



THE ARCHIVES 

The Club's archives for the 157 years between 1824 and 1980/81 were placed in the 
safe keeping of the Society in 1986 by the then Treasurer, Mr. F.W. Dunning. Those 
up to the Sesquicentennial in 1974 are the subject of this Review. The Society's 
Honorary Archivist, Mr. John Thackray, has classified the material into the five 
sections listed in Appendix B under references GSC M. 1-11, A. 1-7, F. 1-6, L. 1-2 and 
Miscellaneous 1-14: they are so referred to in this Review, excluding the letters GSC. 
Thus, the transcript of the speech by Campbell Smith referred to above is to be 
found in Misc. 14 and Lamplugh's Centenary List in Misc. 12 (App.B). For the sake 
of convenience the archives have been divided into periods defined partly by the 
stfle of the documentation and partly by changes in Treasurerships. Membership of 
other learned societies is not referred to. Baptismal names have been used through- 
out. Bracketted comments in italic are those of the author. 

Inevitably some inconsistencies and breaks are to be found in the records covering 
such a long period of time. The most regrettable is the absence of the Minute book(s) 
for the period 1921-1946 and the Attendance book(s) for 1920-1948. It is no longer 
possible to claim, as did Lamplugh in 1924 '... That the Club possesses mords of its 
dinners from the beginning'. The numbers of dinners and diners are known with 
reasonable accuracy, but the names of members and guests who attended routine 
dinners between 1921 and 1948 are not. Comprehensive records would have been 
kept but their present whereabouts are unknown. The gap is filled partly by copies 
of most annual reports and calling papers for the period 1938-1950, as well as a set 
of the 1933 Club Rules, presented in 1984 by Sir James Stubblefield (App.B. Misc. 13). 

The earliest archive (App. B. Misc. 1: a red, leather-bound, quarto volume) records 
that thirteen Fellows of the Society met at the Thatched House Tavern, St. James's 
Street on 5th. November 1824 to form a club to be governed by eight rules. It would 
be limited to 40 Fellows of the Society, of whom 30 were listed at the meeting. 
Members were to be elected by ballot when a vacancy arose, with a quorum of 
seven Members - I . . .  three black balls shall exclude whatever maybe the numbers 
present.'. If there were I . . .  more candidates than vacancies the ballots are to be taken 
in the order in which the candidates have been proposed.'. Dr. John Vetch M.D. was 
the first Member to be so elected, on 3 December 1824. Visitors could be introduced 
but I . . .  the same person if resident within 20 miles of London be not admissible 
more than twice in the same fashion.'. (In 1977 a class of Count? Member zuas intro- 
duced with a limiting residential distance of 100 miles). 



The then President of the Society, the Very Rev. William Buckland, became the 
President of the Club, as have all but one of his successofs within the period of this 
Review: in the President's absence the Chair is taken by the Senior Member present. 
Charles Stokes was elected the first Treasurer, to exercise the dual roles of Treasurer 
and Secretary. The next entry in Misc. 1, dated 15 April 1825, records the creation of 
a non-contributing class of Supernumerary Member, to accommodate those going 
overseas for more than a year and who would occupy without a ballot the first 
vacancy arising after their return - Sir Alexander Caldcleugh was the first such 
Member. Five entries, dated between November 1824 and June 1826, relate to bets 
between various members for bottles of champagne, the subjects of which were 
summarized by Lamplugh (1924). Oddly, the record of Supernumerary Member- 
ship in April 1825 precedes that of some of the bets made earlier. Whatever the 
reason for this anomaly, the remainder of Misc. 1. was unused. i 

A record of the attendance at the first and subsequent meetings was entered into a 
separate volume M.1. Contrary to more modern practice, members and visitors were 
listed by the Treasurer rather than themselves signing an Attendance Book. The 
minutes record membership proposals, elections, retirements, deaths, transfers to the 
Supernumerary List and rare Rule changes. Discussions were not recorded, solely 
the results of ballots. Elections were taken at any dinner I... provided that there be a 
vacancy at the meeting subsequent to that on which the Candidate is proposed.' 
Thus, Roderick (afterwards Sir Roderick) I. Murchison was proposed on 3 February 
and elected on 3 March 1826. In these early years attendances were variable, falling 
from 18 to 20 in the first two years to a minimum of three in June 1828, but 
recovering to the earlier numbers by 1830. The cost appeared to be one factor and in 
April 1826 it was moved for discussion at the next meeting that I . . .  the dining of the 
Club be provided on a less expensive scale ...' : however, this was not approved. 

From 1828 the Society met at Somerset House and the Club dined at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, Strand, moving in 1846 to Wright's Hotel, Strand, and in 1847 
to Clunn's Hotel, Covent Garden. John Taylor became Treasurer in April 1836, 
whilst a month later the approved number of members was reduced from 40 to 36 
on a motion proposed by Murchison and seconded by Charles (afterwards Sir 
Charles) Lyell. The reason appears to be that three of the nominated Founders were 
not qualified as they were not Fellows of the Society and a fourth did not join until 
twelve years later (Lamplugh, 1924). A year later a '...close day at which visitors 
shall not be admitted ...' was adopted so that members who had not attended in the 
preceding year and who were in arrears with their subscription '... should thereon 
be declared to be no longer members of the Club.'. Entries at the beginning and end 
of M.l record payments of some annual subscriptions, but a detailed cash book (El) 
was maintained from the start. This same form of documentation for minutes, atten- 
dances and finances was continued by the four Treasurers occupying the post until 
1855 (M.1, M.2, F.1 and p r s  F.2). 

The oldest printed copy of the Rules in the archives is attached to the fly-leaf of 
M.2 and is dated 18 May 1837. A subsequently renowned Rule was adopted on 24 
February 1847 whereby '... That if there be a vacancy & more than one Candidate, 
the Candidate to be first put in nomination shall be decided by Ballot.'. It was also 



i 
agreed that elections shohld only be held on two days each year -fixed in 
February 1851 as the first meeting after the Anniversary dinner and the last meeting 
of each session in June. In February 1848 a Committee of three was appointed to 
assist the Treasurer and its proceedings are recorded on loose sheets in Misc.2. A 
circvlar aimed at recovering significant arrears in subscriptions was approved, as 
were the following recommendations for negotiation between the Treasurer and the 
proprietor of Clunn's Hotel: 

That I... wine in the proportion of a pint each person present be put on the 
table (one third Moselle & two thirds Sherry) and that no wine be put on the 
table beyond that allowance without the order of the Vice Presidents ... Brandy 
be discontinued unless officially called for, & to be charged at 6d. per glass ... 
the charge for tea and coffee be reduced to 1/- per head ... the charges for Ale 
& Soda Water to be reduced ... the charges for lights and waiters to be shown 
separately on the bill ... the wax candles to be replaced by composite.' 

At the dinner on 5 June 1850 it was agreed that the Club would also dine at the 
Crown and Sceptre, Greenwich, on Saturday 15 June. Although this was the only 
occasion on which the Club met outside London, no report appears in any of the 
archives and the reason for the meeting is not recorded. (It seems not unlikely, how- 
ever, that it can be associated with the paper presented to the Society on 5 June by Sir Henry 
De la Beche, ' O n  the Tertiary Strata and their Dislocations in  the neighbourhood of 
Blackheath' written by the Rev. H.M. De la Condamine. The Greetizuick Fault featured in 
this and a field excursion could zuell have been arranged). 

Charles Darwin returned from his 5-year voyage on the Beagle in October 1836. 
He first attended the Club as a visitor on 4th January 1837 when he read his first 
paper to the Society. He was elected a member in May of that year and transferred 
to the Supernumerary List from 1841 (in an extension of the terms of that class to cover 
those members leaving the Club on grounds of ill-health): the last dinner he attended as a 
Member was in December 1851, his last year on the Council of the Society. As one of 
several retired members he was invited to attend the 50th Anniversary Dinner 
(Misc.41, but sent a letter of apology (Anon., 1874). Also in 1851, four of the Founder 
Members were declared Honorary Members. - G.B. Greenough, J. Taylor, Very 
Rev. W. Buckland and H. Warburton, as in 1854 were Sir Henry De la Beche and 
Professor Edward Forbes. 

In 1855 Robert Mylne became Treasurer and the style of the records changed. In a 
new Minute Book (M.3) a list of those present for each dinner was recorded, whilst on 
the facing page the costs for both food and beverages were detailed. The entry for a 
typical dinner is shown in Figure 1. These details were fair copied by Mylne into F.2 
in which at the end of each Session he entered a summary of the year's proceedings. 
The dinner arranged for 21 May 1855 was postponed owing to a fatal riding accident 
to the President, Dr. Daniel Sharpe. Meals for 12 Gentlemen had been ordered but on 
cancellation Clunn's Hotel charged only half price (£2.5~. at 7s.6d. per head). 

Some discontent arose in the spring of 1860 concerning the venue for dinners. The 
Society decided in June that in order to accommodate ladies it would meet at 
Burlington House, rather than Somerset House (Woodward, 1907). The Club 



Figure 1 Entry for a typical dinner in 1857. 

needed to dine closer to this new venue and in the sessional summary Mylne 
recorded that on 28 March I . . .  a notion of motion should be given considering the 
propriety of removing the Club to some place more west.'. On 18 April the pro- 
position was rejected, but on 2 May '... the subject of removal of the Club was again 
renewed and without notice having been given it was decided to arrange the future 
meetings of the Club at some place near Burlington House.'. Charles Lyell was 
heavily involved in these exchanges. In both M.3 and E2 the dates for dinners on 16 
May, 30 May and 13 June are entered but no attendances or dining details are 
shown. That dinners were held is evident from M.3 in which pencilled notes refer to 
the 'Balance of Bill for dining at the Thatched House in St. James's Street': these are 
not in Mylne's hand, but a proposal for the election of the Rev. S.W. King is by 
Mylne. Those costs are not included in the Sessional summary in which Mylne 
listed the bills he paid. He also recorded his resignation as Treasurer and Lyell's 
nomination of William Hamilton to succeed him. 

The explanation for these ructions is to be found in L.l in a three-way exchange of 
letters between Lyell, Mylne and either William Hamilton or, possibly, Charles 
Nicols, Clerk and Resident to the Society Writing to Mylne from 53, Harley Street on 
1 June, Lyell rehearsed the proceedings at the dinner on 30 May from which Mylne 
had been absent. Lyell complained that his proposal of Rev S.W. King as a member 
could not be entered as no Club books were there. (This was remedied subsequently as 
mentioned above). He further wrote in an agitated style (without punctuation): 



'As I took part together with the President and Mr Hamilton in arranging 
the transfer of the club to St. James St. I shall be happy if your engagements 
should prevent you from being at our next club to receive the book and should 
not dislike to go over the affairs of the club with the President and an old 
Treasurer Mr Hamilton for I look on this as a critical time in the fortunes of the 
Society of which the club is a useful and integral part.' 

Hardly surprisingly this epistle gave rise to an indignant letter of resignation 
from Mylne to the members of the Club, dated 13 June. In this he outlined the 
financial position which had arisen as a result of the transfer, including compen- 
sation of E5 to Clunn's Hotel yet to be paid and a debt to himself of E23.12s.4d. He 
also reported that he had written to members in arrears asking that contributions 
should be sent to Nicols at the Society. The third letter, also from Mylne on 13 June, 
is addressed 'My Dear Sir' but to no named recipient. In the letter Mylne referred to 
outstanding questions of membership and with it he transferred '... the Club box 
and key and all the books connected therewith ...'. Hamilton was not formally 
elected Treasurer until 8 November and, although he seems the more probable 
recipient, Nicols may have acted for the Club temporarily. 

William Hamilton adopted the style of the entries in M.3 he had used during his 
earlier Treasurership. The detailed fair-copying into F.2 ceased, although sessional 
financial summaries were entered. From 1863 the Society returned to Somerset 
House and the Club to Clunn's Hotel. Hamilton continued as Treasurer until his 
election to the Presidency of the Society in 1864. Warrington (afterwards Sir. W.) 
Wilkinson Smyth succeeded him, but Robert Mylne stood in his stead from April to 
June due to Smyth's unavoidable absence. In April, Smyth's '... health was 
proposed with all the honors by Lord Enniskillen and drunk with enthusiasm 
upstanding.' -the unavoidable absence being occasioned by Smyth's marriage. 

Woodward (1907) recorded that in 1864 a Junior Geological Club was starte&by 
several Fellows. The sole archive of this Junior Club has been added to those of the 
present Club in the safe-keeping of the Society (Misc. 11). It identifies George E. 
Roberts as the Treasurer and lists 12 Founder Members, of whom three were, or 
became, members of the present Club. Subsequently a further 15 members were 
elected on one of nine dates, some of which coincide with the days of eight 
documented dinners held at the Rainbow Tavern. A further three members of the 
senior Club were amongst those elected. The final dinner list is dated 25 January, 
presumably 1865. There is an entry headed Rules of the Club, but none are 
recorded. A printed calling paper for dinners, addressed from the Junior Geological 
Club, Geological Society, Somerset House, is pasted into the penultimate page of 
Misc. 11 but there are no other entries. 

In 1866 Smyth succeeded Hamilton as President of the Society and Captain 
(afterwards Sir Douglas) Galton R.E. became Treasurer. Entries in both M.3 and E2 
became less full and rather untidy until December 1868 when Peter Duncan was 
elected in his stead. He continued to use both E2 and M.3, but the last routine entry 
in the former relates to a dinner on 4 February 1874 and in the latter to 24 March 
1875. A congratulatory letter was sent to Sir Charles Lyell in January 1874 to mark 



his 50 years of membership. Robert Mylne resumed the Treasurership in 1874 and 
from then until 1900 no separate cash book appears in the archives, although annual 
financial summaries for the period 1881-1890 are preserved as loose sheets in F.5. 

Copies of six printed lists of members relating to various years in the period 
1856-1872 are pasted into E2, as is a consolidated membership list for the first 50 
years. This was printed for the 50th. Anniversary Dinner held at the Pall Mall 
Restaurant on 5 November 1874. A copy of the menu for that occasion is repro- 
duced in Figure 2(a). The significance of the event was recognized in that, 
uniquely to that date, the signatures of the 22 Members and 12 Visitors attending 
were entered into the final pages of F.2, the last signature being that of Charles 
Lyell. The 1860 rift with Mylne seems to have eased, for with Mylne again 
Treasurer, Lyell, in responding to a toast in the name of the Club, remarked diplo- 
matically that: 

I . . .  great as had often been the differences of opinion in the Geological 
Society, from the time of Buckland, Coneybeare, De la Beche, Fitton, Sedgwick 
and Murchison, down to the present day, there had always been perfect 
harmony in the Club.' (Anon., 1874). 

(a) Cb) 
" ~ B c  @t~lugi$it( ~ ~ & f g ' '  =tub, 150th A N N I V E R S A R Y :  M E E T I N G  N U M B E R  2192 

60rn ANNIVEABLRY. 

5th N O V D M B E R ,  1 8 7 4 .  

P O T A G E S .  
A la Reina Cuusomm6 RUX LBgumea. 

P O I S S O N S .  
Turbot, sauce RomPrd. 

Fil&s de Soles Earaies L la "PdI Mall." 
Eporlass frits. 

E N T ~ ~ E S .  
Bis de Veou, piqu6, aux E p i n d e  

Solmi de Rsisan n u  Truffea. 
Filots de Bmuf b. la E5smaise. 

R E L E V & .  
Diode braisbr, mum Celeri 

Salle de Mouton. 

R ~ T .  
Be0888es 

n t i r , ~ v S  DE R ~ T S .  
0 s  d. lo MobUe. 

E N T B E M E T S .  
I'audinp Uahinet. 

Chnrlotte de Pommsa. - 
DESSERT. 

THE PALL MALL, 
11. &gent Streel, Il'alerloo Ylaee, S.W. 

H E L D  IN T H E  A P A R T h f E N T S  O F  T H E  
G E O L O G L C A L  S O C I E T Y  OF L O N D O N  

B U R L I N G T O N  H O U S E  
P I C C A D I L L Y  

8 t h  N O V E M B E R  1'974 

MENU 

If'hole Fresh Salmon 

1'01-nu-Yen1 

Cold Meals in  ASPIC 

Swecls  

Cheese Boord 

Coffee 

Champagne 

PRE.SENT,ITION OF A II'RITINC I)E-S)'K AND CHAIR 
DY TIIh CI.LID TO THE SOCIETY 

FOR liSE IN THE FEI.I.OIVS' ROOM 

Figure 2 (a) Menu for the 50th Anniversary Dinner 1874 (F.2) 
(b) Menu for the 150th Anniversary Buffet 1974 (Misc.5). 



Lyell died three months later and his death was marked at the dinner on 25 
February 1875 by the following entry in M.3: 

'Resolved -That the Club has heard with the deepest regret of the death of 
the Senior Member Sir Charles Lyell, Bart: who had been a Member for 
upwards of 50 years and desire to place on the records of the Club their sense 
of irreparable loss which Geological Science has sustained by the death of one 
who was at the same time so distinguished so genial and so beloved.' 

The wine allowance of one pint per person agreed in 1848 continued to be 
adhered to approximately. For example, at the first dinner recorded in M.4, 15 
diners consumed four sherries, seven clarets and two ports, amounting in all to 
some 17 pints, augmented by Apollinaris, Seltzers, sodas and ales. A resolution was 
adopted in December 1878 requiring a two thirds majority for selection of a 
candidate for ballot. In December 1879 a Committee was appointed to consider the 
cost of Club dinners which had been stable at 15s. (10/6d for food and 4/6d for 
beverages). Mylne prepared a series of tables outlining the expenditure of the Club 
during his two Treasurerships. These were used by the Committee as the basis for 
their discussions and at a lunch at the Criterion they agreed to seek a new venue. 
After trials at a few establishments, the St. James' Hall Restaurant met with 
approval and, with a few exceptions, continued as the venue for the next 23 years. 

In December 1881 the Earls of Enniskillen and Selkirk were appointed Honorary 
Members after 52 and 50 years respectively. Such membership was defined as per- 
mitting the enjoyment of the full privileges of the Club without the payment of 
future annual subscriptions. Unaware of this definition and writing from St. Mary's 
Isle, Kirkcudbrightshire, Lord Selkirk sought an explanation of the term, com- 
menting that: 

'I am aware that my deafness makes me now a very useless member but I 
like to come and meet some of my friends occasionally ... Poor Lord 
Enniskillen is now stone blind or very near it, & must be in great trouble owing 
to the state of affairs in Ireland tho' they don't murder much in his district the 
people there not being very liberally (sic) disposed ...'. 
March 1883 saw the largest routine dinner to that date, with 24 members and 11 

guests; (possibly associated with the paper corniniinicated that day by Sir Archibald Geikie 
'On the supposed Pre-Cmnbrinn Rocks of St. David's '). Mylne continued his normal 2- 
page entries in a new Minute Book M.5, in which a copy of the 1888 printing of the 
Rules is preserved. From 5 November 1884 Attendance Sheets (A.1) were signed by 
both members and visitors, additionally to the entries in M.5. Although not 
identified as such in the records, the Sheets date from the 60th Anniversary Dinner, 

g the view that it was decided to introduce the signing system as 
from that particular occasion. Alternatively, signed sheets may have been in 

ut were not retained. On 17 November 1886 the death of Lord 
marked by an appropriate resolution. He had been a member for 56 
been an active host at various gatherings for the leaders of the 
es. In August 1835 he and his father had entertained I . . .  the happy 
















































